[Bacteremia caused by coagulase-negative staphylococci: incidence, frequency of teicoplanin resistance and molecular epidemiology].
All the patients hospitalised at Besançon Hospital between October 2000 and December 2000 were included in a prospective study in order to determine the incidence of bloodstream infections caused by coagulase-negative staphylococci (CNS), the prevalence of decreased susceptibility to glycopeptides and the molecular epidemiology of these pathogens. CNS isolates from bloodstream infections were collected and characterised by analysis of antibiotic susceptibility and restriction fragment length polymorphism using pulsed field gel electrophoresis. Forty-five episodes of CNS bacteremia occurred in 43 patients. The crude incidence of infected patients was 0,51 per 1,000 days of hospitalisation. These 45 bacteremia represented 23.3% of the total number of bacteraemia. Forty three of 45 bacteremia were studied, 36 were positive with a single PFGE pattern, 5 bacteraemias with 2 PFGE patterns, and 2 bacteraemias with 3 PFGE patterns. We identified 52 distinct PFGE patterns and 42 major PFGE patterns (35 were isolated in a single patient, 5 in 2 patients and 2 in 3 patients). The dendrogram generated showed deep but limited branching, each large branch corresponding to a species. Of these CNS isolates, 28.8% and 25.0% showed decreased susceptibility to teicoplanin, with the reference method and E-test respectively. The 16 strains belonging to multiple PFGE patterns were not more resistant to teicoplanin. Clonal dissemination did not seem to play a major role in the spread of glycopeptides resistance among CNS.